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paid in advance. . . . That is why, seeing that my novel was
assuming gigantic proportions, that it was developing admi-
rably, and that on the other hand it was necessary, absolutely
necessary (because of money), to complete it very quickly,
I was seized by doubt. I saw myself obliged to spoil a sub-
ject on which I had been meditating for three years, for which
I had gathered a host of documents (I cannot even arrange
them myself, they are so numerous) which I partly utilized,
for I wrote down a number of scenes and various chapters.
More than half of the work was completed in rough draft.
But I clearly realized that I could not finish that final draft
even of the first half by the date when I would need
money. . . . That is why the whole novel and all my notes
for it are at present lying in a drawer. . . ."
Having given up the project for the novel, Dostoevsky
set to work on two lesser stories: The Uncle's Dream and
The Village of Stepanchikovo, but he was dissatisfied with
his results. Of The Uncle's Dream, he wrote to his brother,
"I don't like it, and I am saddened at the thought that I
must reappear before the public under such unfavorable
conditions. There is no way of writing what I want to write;
I must write what I would never have thought of writing
had I not needed money. I must invent stories for money.
And that is, alas, so difficult!"
The Uncle's Dream was published in 1859 ^ the Russian
Word. The Village of Stepanchikovo, because of a misunder-
standing with the Russian Messenger y was published in the
Annals of the Fatherland and did not achieve the success it
deserved. Dostoevsky had been forgotten by the public and
the reviewers. He was of another age, another world. He
could not simply resume his interrupted career, he had to
retrace his steps, start from scratch again, and reconquer one